
Mott Park
Neighborhood News

"Dear All of Mott Park! --- It has been both an honor and a privilege serving as 
your president for these past three years. This is a wonderful area and I hope 
that the next MANY years that we share will be positive, happy and healthy. 
Thank you for allowing me access to this 'front seat' of activity! With fondest 
memories and hope for the future. Yours, Nada

Attend the General Meeting on October 3.

Neighbors building a stronger community	            www.MottPark.org         	          Fall / Winter 2016  

“A Few Final Thoughts...”
by Nada Radakovich, MPNA President

Come and welcome guest speaker Herb Winfrey who will 
discuss city council information and area crime on 
Monday, October 3rd, 2016 at the St. John Vianney 

Parish Hall, 2415 Bagley St., at 7:00 p.m. DON’T FORGET 
TO COME!

At a glance...

• General meeting
	 7 pm - Monday, October 3

• Playscape build in the park
	 8 am - Saturday, October 8

• 60th Annual Turkey Trot
	 9 pm - Thursday, November 24

• General meeting / elections
	 7 pm - Monday, December 5

• MPNA Committee Meetings
	 The Executive / Steering 
	 Committee meets the third 	
	 Monday of every month.

Inside this issue...

2	 A year for our neighborhood

3	 Mott Park - final site proposal

4	 Mott Park Blight Squad

5	 A plan for Sunset Village

6	 Mott Park Rec Area news

7	 Flint fall fun

8	 Thymely Tips

9	 MottPark.org

The President, Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer will 
be elected at the meeting on 

December 5th for the term of one 
year. The President can not serve 
more that three consecutive terms.  
The election shall be by ballot. 
Participating members of the Mott 
Park Neighborhood Association 
(MPNA) may nominate candidates  
for elected positions at the meeting. 

The President shall preside at 
MPNA meetings, preserve order and 
resolve questions of procedure in 
accordance with these By-Laws and 
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised. 
The President shall appoint the 
Chairperson of each  Standing 
Committee. The  President shall call 
MPNA meetings. 
 
Continue on page 11

Please consider serving the neighborhood as an 
elected officer on the Steering committee of the 
Mott Park Neighborhood Association. Take a 
moment and review the details of each office.
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Did you know?
As a resident of 
Mott Park you are a 
member of the Mott 
Park Neighborhood 
Association.  Attend 
a meeting, help a 
neighbor, pick up 
litter.  We are all 
neighbors building a 
stronger community.  
Make a difference 
and volunteer today!

President Nada Radakovich 810-233-7608 • president@mottpark.org

Vice President and Community Outreach Chair Arther Mance 810-394-3274
• vicepresident@mottpark.org

Treasurer Interim and Gardening Coordinator Ginny Braun 810-444-7566 • treasurer@mottpark.org

Secretary Chris Monk • secretary@mottpark.org

Executive Committee Board members:

Neighborhood Park and Playground Chair, Facebook Manager
Nena Woodall 810-241-1869 • nena@mottpark.org

Neighborhood Activities Chair mottpark@gmail.com

Advisor Rob Jewell 810-238-0309 • rob@mottpark.org

Consultant Chris Del Morone 810-767-2733

Neighborhood Representative Diana Phillips 810-424-6496 • diana@mottpark.org

Mott Park Neighborhood Association
facebook: Mott Park, Flint, MI • Email: MottPark@gmail.com

Have a bright idea for Mott Park?
Attend a meeting. Start a project.
We’ll be glad to help!

We have some great neigh-
bors that have stepped 
forward to start some 

great initiatives. The Blight Squad 
and neighborhood patrols have 
started back up again. Great people 
-great neighborhood! The Park 
Tenders program has received 
money to actually install a 
playscape piece. The equipment has 
been ordered and we will be doing 
a community build potentially in 
October. This is a very exciting part 
of the great things that are 
happening and that are in the works 
for the neighborhood. The Trash 
Brigade has been doing a great job 
at keeping up with the trash. If you 
see your neighbor out changing 
the bags please stop and tell them 

thank you. If you are interested in 
helping out with the playscape 
build please let me know. The more 
the merrier and the quicker things 
will come together. Thank you to 
everyone that helps with all the 
little and big things in our neighbor-
hood - picking up litter, mowing 
lawns, taking care of trash cans, 
boarding and cleaning up empty 
houses, and patrolling the neigh-
borhood. Everyone coming 
together to make positive changes 
in our neighborhood is what makes 
this neighborhood a great place to 
live. Contact me at norma32516@
gmail.com - Nena Woodall 
- Neighborhood Park and 
Playground Chair

“2016 has been a year for our neighborhood.” 

Join us 
for this 
playscape 
build on 
Saturday, 

October 8, 2016 from 8:00 am 
to 4:00 pm. See you there! 

MOTT PARK

PRIDE
growing a better neighborhood.
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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

SHORT TERM: (1 Year)
1. Explore Rocketship Solutions
2. Replace Playground Equipment
3. Plant New Trees
4. Finish CPTED Forestry, Brush and Invasive Species
4. Removal

                                       MOTT PARK- FINAL SITE PROPOSAL 2015-2019                                         

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

MEDIUM TERM: (2-3 Years) 
5.   Install Swingset
6.   Replace Electrical Box
7.   Restore Ballfield
8.   Remove Tree Stumps
9.   Replace Existing Lights with LEDs
10. Install Dog Waste Receptacles
11. Install a New Park Sign
12. Restore Amphitheater

COMPLETED

A. Removed Trees
B. Installed a New Park Sign
C. Improved Tennis Courts Fencing
D. Replaced Two Pieces of  Playground 
D. Equipment
E. CPTED Forestry, Brush and, Invasive 
E. Species Removal

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

LONG TERM: (4+ Years)
13. Repair Stairs
14. Repave Roller Hockey Rink
15. Install Walking Path Around the Park
16. Investigate Options for the Tunnel with 
16. Department of  Public Works
17. Repurpose Tennis Courts
18. Research Security Camera Options
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* Additional Information on Playground Design and Layout 
* Available Soon.

* Proposed Improvements Based on Availability of  Funding.

* Site Plans Developed by the City of  Flint, Keep Genesee 
* County Beautiful, and Mott Park Adopters.

15
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To date, we have been involved in cleaning up 10 
vacant properties, picked up trash from dumping in 
the road, got two vacant homes on the expedited 

demolition list, caused 6 abandoned cars to be removed 
from the neighborhood, turned one occupied home into 
Habitat for Humanity to help with structural repairs, and 
loaned tools to help neighbors of the vacant homes with 
their own repair/clean up projects. We also had success with 
having caretakers adopt all but two vacant properties to 
help with maintaining the yards after we completed a clean 
up.

Currently, we are working on two major clean up projects 
that involve painting an entire home and remodeling a 
vacant building front. In addition, we also had security light-
ing placed around a vacant building to ensure a safe area for 
school kids in the morning when it is dark. We are working 
on getting Safe Schools to ensure the electric bill gets paid 
to keep the lights on. We are currently looking at obtaining 
solar lighting for other locations to help prevent crime. We 
are receiving a donated decorative sign for the neighbor-
hood from MBS Treasures of Lapeer. It is planned to be 
placed on a roadway flower garden. Our goal, until the snow 
starts to fly, is to focus on Joliet Street. Joliet is starting to be-
come heavily blighted. We would like to see the area south 
and west of Chevrolet greatly reduced with blighted homes 
by next year. The blight squad has many more projects 
available and generally only works with two to five people 
on clean up days. So, we are in serious need of volunteers 
to help. The more helping hands we get the faster we can 
get our neighborhood cleaned up. We can also use people 
willing to keep up with yard work at homes that had 
completed clean up. Those interested can contact us at 
mpblightsquad.com.

Those interested in donating to our cause can do so through 
the Mott Park Neighborhood Association. Just mark the 
donations for the Blight Squad. - Steve Major

Before After

Before

After
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Check out the draft 
placemaking plan for 
Sunset Village Apartments!
 
The historical Sunset Village Apartment complex has been a 
landmark of the Mott Park and Glendale Hills communities for 
years. Its charming personality made it a demand place to live 
for many years. The listed enhancements for Sunset Village 
Apartments were determined by residents of the complex on 
July 28, 2016. Looks like the charm is making a comeback!

This plan is created through a collaborative effort by Sunset 
Village Apartments, Glendale Hills neighborhood residents, 
Kettering University, and the Diplomat Pharmacy summer 
Fellows program.

•	 Trash cans
•	 Basketball court
•	 Additional seating
•	 Improve bus stop areas
•	 Additional lighting
•	 (Tie) Landscaping, picnic areas, food gardens, playground
•	 Built in grills
•	 Laundry rooms
•	 (Tie) Pavilion, toddler area
•	 (Tie) Signage, painting, common space, bike racks

Theta Xi Fraternity House 

   Basketball Court    

  Picnic Area  

  Picnic Area  

   Garden Area  

  Picnic Area  

Playground Area  

Read up on the history of 
the neighborhood and take 
in reflections from folks 
who have lived or who were 
raised in Mott Park. To 
order your copy contact 
Ginny Braun at 444-7566 
or place an order online at 
www.MottPark.org 

Makes a perfect holiday 
gift!
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St. John Vianney Catholic School
2319 Bagley Street • Flint, MI 48504

www.sjvkids.org

School: 235-5687
Pre-K through 8th Grade

Child Care: 235-5687
Ages 12 months and up
Open year round

Multicultural Christian Environment
Celebrating 60 years of academic excellence!

We are proud to be a part of the Mott Park
neighborhood of friends!

Mott Park Recreation 
Area News by Rob Knox

August was a busy month for the Mott Park 
Recreation Area (MPRA). We had a flotilla of 
canoes, kayaks, rafts and tubes float down the 

Flint River from Tenacity Brewing to the recreation 
area. Over 200 people participated in the 3rd Annual 
Flotilla, sponsored by the Flint River Watershed Coali-
tion. A couple weeks later, there was a bass fishing 
tournament on the river and a disc golf tournament 
in the recreation area. On the last weekend in August, 
both the 10K and the 8K Crim races passed the south-
east portion of the recreation area. While these events 
were happening, we put up a website www.mpraa.net, 
where you can find out about what’s happening at the 
recreation area. You can also contribute, either by

 mail or on-line, to our grounds maintenance program. 
Just go to the contributions page or mail your check 
to: MPRA, 1001 Dupont St., Flint, MI, 48504. We need 
all the help we can get because our mower has been 
out for repairs which will  take most of the money in 
our bank account. Meanwhile, we have not been able 
to cut for almost a month and rains have returned to 
make the grass grow. The MPRA board is working to 
finalize our long-range plan and develop a 
fundraising campaign to allow us to bring projects 
like a disc golf course, canoe landing, fishing pier, 
trail improvements, and better security and signage 
to the area. We hope to have an announcement very 
soon - watch our website or Facebook page for more 
information.

Read the posts and view 
the plans for the Mott Park 
Recreation Area today!
www.MPRAA.net
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Little Orchard
Child Care

Located in
Mott Park!
2518 Norbert St.

(810) 767-5615
janelocc@gmail.com

Hours:
7:00am - 5:30pm

(Earlier hours available 
upon request)

• Open year round
• Meals included
• Reasonable rates
• Ages 6 weeks to
  12 years welcome!

Tiny Tot and
Preschool Programs
for all enrolled children aged 2+

Latch Key Programs
Before and after school
transportation available to/from SJV

o�ered June-August
call for details!

now serving all wards

re-elect
The Good Beans Cafe

we  always appreciate your vote....
and that’s a promise!

thegoodbeanscafe.com

Mark your calendars for 
Flint Fall fun. 
Visit the venue's 
website or call for 
additional details
and future events!

The Whiting
www.thewhiting.com/

Capitol Steps - October 2

Gearup2Lead - October 7

FSO October Classical concert - October 8

The Man who Planted Trees - October 9

Once - October 15, 16

Hal Holbrook - October 21

Country of Kings - October 25

Tapology  concert -  October 31

Judgment at Nurenberg - November 6

FSO November Classical concert - November 12

Dirty Dancing, November 15

Eisenhower Dance Company, November 18

An All American Christmas, November 19

Longway Planetarium
www.sloanlongway.org/

Back to the Moon for Good

Sea Monsters

Halloween

Accidental Astronauts

Asteroids

Skies over Michigan

(Days vary. Check sloanlongway.org for details)

Flint Youth Theater
www.thefim.org/fyt-homepage

The Jungle Book - October 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21, 23

Crossroads Village
www.geneseecountyparks.org/pages/crossroads

Ghost train departures - October 7 - 30

Genesee Belle cruises - October 7 - 30
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Wow, this was a hot, dry summer!! Many of my 
plants didn't like it at all. Time to reconnoiter. 
Time to start choosing drought resistant plants. 

My favorite perennials for sunny spots are purple 
coneflowers, black eyed susans, sedums, coreopsis, 
yarrow, daisies; for shade hostas, hostas, and hostas. 
There are so many colors (from dark green to almost 
yellow) and sizes. Yuccas are really drought resistant 
too. By the way using drought resistant plants in your 
landscaping is called xeriscaping. 

I definitely had problems with annuals. They pretty much 
bit the dust for me. They needed steady watering and I 
just got too busy to keep up a proper schedule. My best 
results were with geraniums. They really only needed 
watering every other day unless they were in pots and 
then I watered just about every day.

My poor rhododendrons and azaleas were really unhappy.  
I had to water them the most and they still look sad and 
lost some branches. A couple of them just died. I noticed 
that the big white old fashioned white hydrangeas looked 
pretty good this year. Also rose of sharons fared very well 
in this heat, as well as burning bushes, and my weigelias.
Because of the drought conditions not many people had 
success in creating lush lovely gardens, a few  looked 
lovely but the rest of us didn't fare too well and the garden 
contest fizzled, but the MPNA spent money on supporting 
the Blight Squads' wonderful work!!!

Steve Major is the HERO of Mott Park this year!!  It amazes 
me how Mott Park neighbors just see something that 
needs to be done and " just do it".  Thanks to his crew 
also. If you would like to help him (and he could use the 
help), his number is 248-953-9498. Again THANK YOU to 
the Mott Park neighbors who tended the gardens during 
this very hot, dry summer. They are (in no particular order) 
Denny Donlan, Dale Radford, Marta Tavakoli, the Eddy 
family, Pat Seals, the Barkeys,  the Donnegans, Annette 
Maynor,  the Whtingers, Judy Alexander, Angela Schwartz 
and Judy Trombly (who took over the site at Nolen Dr. 
and Marquette St. from Mr. Owensby, who sadly for us is 
moving).

Thymely Tips
by Ginny













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Again the Kettering students have been a real asset in 
our efforts to keep Mott Park beautiful. They've weeded, 
trimmed, swept, etc.  We're beginning our efforts to 
make a more accessible safe and attractive walking trail 
along the river, starting at Nolen Dr. and University Ave.  
We'll be trimming back the brush and limbing up trees.

Again, don't forget that fall is the time to plant bulbs for 
spring blooms. It's also a great time to plant trees, bushes 
and perennials - many of which will be on sale. 
If you have any questions, give me a call - 810-444-7566.
- Ginny Braun, Garden Coordinator

www.MottPark.org 

Hello neighbors, just in case you didn’t know the 
Mott Park Neighborhood Association (MPNA) 
has a website with a lot of useful information on 

it. Our neighbors are great at sharing useful information 
on Facebook, but one of the drawbacks to using 
Facebook is that the information is constantly being 
moved from the top to the bottom of the page. Like with 
anything else when you really need it, the information 
gets lost in the sea of post. On the Mott Park website you 
can find information for whom to contact for concerns or 
to make suggestions for the neighborhood. If you click 
on “Resources” from the page header, you will see links to 
previous newsletters, also a link to “Helpful Information” 
that displays contact numbers for city and community 
representatives. It has phone numbers for leaving 
anonymous tips, the dumping hotline, street 
maintenance, poison control and more. This same page 
has a FAQ section for the MPNA. On our “Dues and 
Donations” page you can order a Mott Park Chronicle, 
give dues online, or get our PO Box information if you 
need to mail something to the MPNA. On the site there is 
a photo gallery to view fun photos of past events in the 
neighborhood. Also under “Resources” we have a 
“Neighborhood News” link and a “Report Suspicious 
Activity” link. The neighborhood news link contains a 
post about the Flush for Flint initiative, the CPTED 
Assessment application, Kettering employee home 
purchase initiative, Metro Housing Counseling Programs 
and more. Continue on page 10
 

Neighbors building a stronger community
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Michael S. Jones, EA, BBA

5328 Corunna Road
Flint, MI 48532

810.732.6100

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Cardio Theater (elliptical trainers, treadmills,   
 stair climbers, bikes & rowers)

• Free Weight & Cybex Weight Equipment
• Indoor Track 
• Indoor Pool
• Raquetball Courts     
• Multi-Sport Gym 
•	 Free	drop-in	fitness	Classes

OTHER SERVICES (fee-based)
•		Certified	Personal	Training
• Fitness Assessment
• Locker Rental
• Massage Therapy
• Iyengar Yoga 
• Unlimited U•FIT Cross Training

The UM-Flint 
Recreation 
Center is a 
leader in 

health, fitness 
& recreational 
experiences for 
Flint and the 
surrounding 
communities. 

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

FlintRec.com
for more

Information!

• Ask about special rates for Mott Park Neighborhood!
•  OPEN to the public through membership or day pass
• Free equipment orientations
• Free tours, call (810) 762-3441
• Like us on Facebook  |  Follow us on Instagram

Let us help you reach your
health & fitness goals!

DAY PASS RATES 
0-5 years Free
6-12 years $5
13-17 years $10
18-61 years $12  
62 years & older $6

 
Save $ --- Purchase a 10-pack!
Watch for seasonal sale rates. Includes a towel. Bring your own lock for day use lockers.

Official Training Center
for the

The “Report Suspicious Activity” link can be used to do 
just that. If you see suspicious/nuisance activity going 
on in the neighborhood that may not warrant a 911 
call, you can report it using this tool. This information 
will be shared with University Avenue Corridor 
Coalition and with our assigned local law enforcement. 
Note: UM-Flint Police officer Lt. Phil Smith is working 
in this area on drug related crime. UM-Flint officers can 
make arrests and have done a tremendous job in the 
University Avenue Corridor. If you have any info about 
drug houses, drug trafficking, etc in Mott Park please 
contact him at 810-762-0146 or smithpw@umflint.edu. 
As we redevelop our Neighborhood Watch, 
information will be posted on the site under the “About 
Us” link under Neighborhood Watch. I could go on and 
on about the site but I will just recommend that you 
visit www.mottpark.org - Arther Mance, 
Vice-President

Neighbors building a stronger community
Continued from page 9



Mott Park Neighborhood News 11

SUPER COUPON

The Vice-President shall assume the general duties and 
responsibilities of the President in his/her absence from a 
particular meeting. In the event that the office of President 
is vacated as a result of death, resignation, removal, or any 
other reason, the Vice-President shall assume the office of 
President.

The Treasurer shall collect and receive MPNA member-
ship dues, establish and preserve MPNA financial records, 
provide an accounting of the receipts and expenditures of 
MPNA funds at general meetings and perform such other 
duties as the MPNA shall prescribe. The Treasurer shall 
preside at MPNA meetings in the absence of both the 
President and Vice-President. The Treasurer shall assume 
the office of the President in the event that both the 
President and Vice-President shall be unable to serve for 
any reason. The Treasurer shall be authorized to pay such 
expenses as approved by the MPNA.

The Secretary shall record and maintain the minutes of 
the MPNA, preserve copies of all materials coming before 
the MPNA, and perform such other duties as are 
customary or may be assigned by the MPNA.

Mott Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. By-Laws Article IV - Officers:
Section 4.2 - Duties

Continued from page 1
Please consider serving the neighborhood as an elected officer...
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Service Guide
Mott Park residents who have paid the annual 

MPNA dues are eligible to place an ad in the 
service guide. Please limit your posting to about 

20 words. If  you have any feedback regarding any of  the 
services offered in the service guide, please forward to 
mottpark@gmail.com. We would love to make the service 
guide more useful by including a rating system. Please note 
that the MPNA does not endorse any service/vendor listed.

Contact us:

facebook: Mott Park, Flint, MI
Twitter: MottPark
Email: mottpark@gmail.com

Helpful Numbers

Emergencies 911

Flint Police Department 237-6801

Community Policing 237-6853

Anonymous Tip Line 237-6812

Drug Hotline 237-6957

Flint Fire Department 762-7336

Poison Control 1-800-222-1222

Consumers Energy 1-800-477-5050

City of Flint 766-7346

Genesee Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 600-1404

Genesee County Land Bank 257-3088

Dumping Hotline 237-2432

Street Maintenance 766-7450

Demolitions 766-7284

City Council 766-7418

Parks & Recreation 766-7463

Republic (Refuse/Recycling)
1-888-872-7455

State Representative Sheldon Neeley
517-373-8808
SheldonNeeley@house.michigan.gov

Mayor Karen Weaver 
810-766-7346
mayor@cityofflint.com
Open door hours: Wednesday 10 am - 12 pm

County Commissioner John Northrup 
810-257-3020
jnorthrup@co.genesee.mi.us

Council Herbert Winfrey 
810-766-7418 ext. 3165
hwinfrey@cityofflint.com

City of Flint Blight Coordinator
Raul Garcia 
810-237-2090
rgarcia@cityofflint.com
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Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Google+

Until next time...
During the upcoming holiday season be sure to enjoy the 
good things in your life... family, friends and neighbors. 
Enjoy the explosions of  fall colors on your street and all the 
magical wintertime fun - the sledding hill, cross country 
skiing, and building snow families in the park. The next 
issue of  the Mott Park Neighborhood News will be out in 
the Spring 2017. Happy Autumn and Winter!

Bed and Breakfast
Knob Hill Bed and Breakfast is a beautiful 
1920s home located at 1105 South Drive in 
Flint. Call Diana Phillips at 810-424-3888, 
email knobhillbnb@gmail.com or visit
www.knobhillbedandbreakfast.com

Computer Repair and Service
PC cleanups, virus removal, new system 
installs with data transfer from old system 
if  needed. Device purchase recommenda-
tions! Call Vinnie at 810-309-2504 or email 
vsanch24@gmail.com

Little Orchard Child Care
Licensed, Norbert Street. Reasonable rates, 
meals included, preschool curriculum 
available for enrolled children.
6:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday - Friday
Call Jane at 810-767-5615

McKellar’s Tree Cutting
Tree removal / trimming. Free estimates, 
insured. Will remove brush & wood or you 
keep the split firewood. Rough mulch 
delivered. Special prices in Mott Park.
Call Dave at 810-348-6041

Notary Public
Call Julie Simmons at 810-820-5731

Painting
Interior and exterior. Professional work at 
reasonable rates. Notary public services 
available. Call James Owensby at 
810-964-9512 or e-mail 
jeoresource@yahoo.com

Realtors
Ginny Braun with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Michigan Real Estate at 
810-444-7566 if  no answer call 810-606-
0102 or email ginnybraun@bhhsmi.com

Scott D. Shaker of  Re/Max Grande Realty 
at 810-695-4111 or www.isellhomesfast.com 
with 15 years of  short sale and foreclosure 
experience.

Roberts Home Remodeling
Repairs on ALL aspects of  your home 
Remodeling on ALL aspects of  your home
For reviews and information visit
www.robertshomeremodeling.com
Call Bo at 810-620-9314

Window & Gutter Cleaning
Quality Window Cleaning, 30 years 
experience, Mott Park resident for 25 years. 
Call Frank at 810-234-2897


